8 C.F.R. § 208.21(c) and (d) — Admission of the asylee’s spouse and children

(c) Spouse or child in the United States. When a spouse or child of an alien granted asylum is in
the United States, but was not included in the asylee's benefit request, the asylee may request
accompanying or following-to-join benefits for his or her spouse or child, by filing for each
qualifying family member a Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative, with supporting evidence, and
in accordance with the form instructions, regardless of the status of that spouse or child in the
United States. A separate Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative must be filed by the asylee for
each qualifying family member within two years of the date in which he or she was granted
asylum status, unless it is determined by USCIS that this period should be extended for
humanitarian reasons. Upon approval of the Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative, USCIS will
notify the asylee of such approval. Employment will be authorized incident to status. To
demonstrate employment authorization, USCIS will issue a document reflecting the derivative's
current status as an asylee, or the derivative may apply, under 8 CFR 274a.12(a), for
employment authorization. The approval of the Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative will remain
valid for the duration of the relationship to the asylee and, in the case of a child, while the child
is under 21 years of age and unmarried, provided also that the principal's status has not been
revoked. However, the approved Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative will cease to confer
immigration benefits after it has been used by the beneficiary for admission to the United States
as a derivative of an asylee.

(d) Spouse or child outside the United States. When a spouse or child of an alien granted asylum
is outside the United States, the asylee may request accompanying or following-to-join benefits
for his or her spouse or child(ren) by filing a separate Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative for
each qualifying family member in accordance with the form instructions. A separate Request for
Refugee/Asylee Relative for each qualifying family member must be filed within two years of
the date in which the asylee was granted asylum, unless USCIS determines that the filing period
should be extended for humanitarian reasons. When the Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative is
approved, USCIS will notify the asylee of such approval. USCIS also will send the approved
request to the Department of State for transmission to the U.S. Embassy or Consulate having
jurisdiction over the area in which the asylee's spouse or child is located. The approval of the
Request for Refugee/Asylee Relative will remain valid for the duration of the relationship to the
asylee and, in the case of a child, while the child is under 21 years of age and unmarried,
provided also that the principal’s status has not been revoked. However, the approved Request
for Refugee/Asylee Relative will cease to confer immigration benefits after it has been used by
the beneficiary for admission to the United States as a derivative of an asylee.
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